‘ ON THE FRONT LINES

Hunger HEROES

The Community Foundation has been the central hub for

T he Community Foundation of
Collier County has been at the
forefront of the pandemic's cascading
food insecurity crisis since it started

spiraling out of control in March 2020.
And according to nonprofit leaders. the

Food pantries and volunteers like

this one from St. Matthew's House " _.'!_,
focused on getting the word out

to help as many as possible. ) W
Below: Volunteers at Our Daily o F PANTRY

Bread Food Pantry greet the lines
of cars with enthusiastic smiles
and the desire to help.

calamity won't be ebbing soon

The Community Foundation sprang
into action when the crisis hit with its
Collier Comes Together for Coronavirus
Relief Fund, raising $274.922 and an-
other $155.000 from other donor part-
ners to help local food pantries ease
the food shortage. The local govern-
ment also enlisted the Foundation to
distribute $5.5 million in federal Coro-
navirus Aid, Relief. and Economic Se-
curity Act (CARES Act) funding in Collier
County and another $5 million in tightly
restricted American Rescue Plan Act
funds, managing a total of $105 mil-
lion in public funding. The Foundation
took this course of action because it
could use its cash reserves to expedite
funding to eligible food banks and food
pantries, including smaller pantries that
may have had trouble qualifying with
the county, while also simplifying the
application process

Thats the good news. The bad
news: While food Insecurity has eased.
demand far exceeds pre-pandemic
numbers and is projected to remain high for the following year. All
while Collier County's most at-risk residents continue to stabilize
their finances as the economic recovery remains uncertain and
novel coronavirus variants spread

Catastrophic increases in demand have overwhelmed Colller
County's food pantries. St. Matthew's House ‘is seeing a 3.000 to
4,000 percent increase in families coming to us for food assistance
compared to our pre-pandemic need,” reports Peter Johnson, vice
president of development at St. Matthew's House. Its food pantry
went from serving 9.127 each month in June 201g to 17.395 in June
2021 (with a high of 20.238 in March 2021}
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‘The working poor are the first affected by
an economic crisis, and they are also often the
last to recover,” Johnson adds. "We anticipate
a sustained need for food assistance well into
2021 and even 2022 The most vulnerable—
the elderly. single parents with children, and
the disabled—will continue to need food as-
sistance long after the worst economic effects
of the pandemic subside. Thanks to partners
like the Community Foundation of Collier
County, we will be able to continue to address
the need this year and next"

At Our Daily Bread Food Pantry on Marco Island. Liz Pecora, vice
president and director of development. says that many have been
asking if there is still a desperate need to help people with food
"Our monthly average volume lhouseholds and individuals served]
Jjumped fourfold from 201g to 2020 and is up another 140 percent
in-2021." she explains. "This year has proven to be no less chal-
lenging than 2020. As the effects of the pandemic continue, we
are committed to serving as a trusted and reliable food resource
for Collier County, with the generous support of our community.”

Harry Chapin Food Bank of Southwest Florida has been distribut-
ing an average of a million pounds of food each week to roughly a
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Avolunteer offers compassion

and a personal connection as well
as meals at a St. Matthew's House
drive-through food pantry.
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WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Though we don't have a
crystal ball to see the next
crisis, the community needs
to be prepared when the next
disaster strikes. That's why we
created a $2.5 million Crisis &
Disaster Relief Fund as part of
our Your passion. Your Collier.
capital campaign. The fund

is unrestricted, so we can

dge. "Their

act at a moment’s notice to
sudden disasters that lead to
mass job losses, shuttered
businesses, medical-system
strains, or mass casualties.
Donate online at cfcollierorg
or mail us a check using the
enclosed envelope. Write
“Crisis & Disaster Relief” in the
memo line.
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